
 

 

         Good Grief!  Where did the time go?  As the saying goes, “time 
flies when you’re having fun”.  The first question my family and friends ask when we get together is “how IS the real estate 

business?”   My response has always been the same… “it’s different”. We’re coming into a new “real estate reality”.  It’s 
really the old reality revisited for those of us who are “boomers”.  All indications are that we’re going to have a 
slow recovery with future inflation in the 2-3% per year range.  Remember those days?    We’ve been very lucky 
in the Maryland region. The military expansions at Fort Meade and Aberdeen have helped to stabilize our market 
more quickly than many others.  We’re actually beginning to see some signs of appreciation in some local areas.  
Locally, we’re not quite out of the woods yet.  We hear from the economists at the National Association of 
Realtors (NAR) that there will be another round of “troubled” mortgages this summer as the last round of the 
“questionable” mortgages begin to adjust. Many banks are becoming more reasonable in both their processing 
time and their view of local values. It’s a process. We didn’t get in this jam overnight and we won’t get out 
overnight. Meanwhile, if you’re having trouble with your mortgage my advice to you would be to please call me.  
There are alternatives.  On the other hand if you’re in a the position to buy – there are some fabulous deals to be 
had!  As always, if you, or anyone you know has been considering a move, I’d would sincerely appreciate a call. It would be 
my pleasure to help!  
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Know Anyone Having Trouble Making  

Their Mortgage Payment? 

 

Some areas in Maryland were hit very hard and a lot of families are suffering the 

effects of questionable mortgage products.  In July the FHFA (Federal Housing 

Finance Agency) announced a HARP program designed to help some of those 

borrowers who are finding themselves with adjustable rate mortgages now greater 

than their home value.  If you’d like to know more, visit 

http://www.makinghomeaffordable.gov/ or call me, I’d be happy to help – loosing or 

selling your home should be your LAST option – it certainly isn’t the only one! 

 
 

 

Article From HouseLogic.com  By: Lisa Kaplan Gordon  Published: May 13, 2011 
(Excerpt below – Please visit my website for the full article)  

Home improvement trends embrace energy efficiency, low maintenance exteriors, and double-duty space. Today's home 
improvement trends show that we like our houses to work harder and smarter for the money we spend maintaining and 
improving their value. We no longer want bigger; instead, we want space that's flexible, efficient, and brings order to chaos. 
We're watching our wattage with monitors and meters, and guarding our weekends with maintenance-free exteriors. 
 
Here's a look at 7 hot home improvement trends that improve the way we live with our homes. 
 
Trend #1: Maintenance-free siding- We continue to choose maintenance-free siding that lives as long as we do, but with 

a lot less upkeep. But more and more we're opting for fiber-cement siding, one of the fastest-growing segments of the 
siding market. … 

Trend #2: Convertible spaces - Forget "museum rooms" we use twice a year (dining rooms and living rooms) and 
embrace convertible spaces that change with our whims. … 

Trend #3: A laundry room of your own - Humankind advanced when the laundry room arose from the basement to a 
louvered closet on the second floor where clothes live. Now, we're taking another step forward by granting washday a 
room of its own.  … 

Trend #4: Souped-up kitchens - Although houses are trending smaller, kitchens are getting bigger, according to the 
American Institute of Architects' Home Design Trends Survey. Kitchen remodels open the space, perhaps incorporating 
lonely dining rooms, and feature recycling centers, large pantries, and recharging stations. … 

Trend #5: Energy diets - We're wrestling with an energy disorder: We're binging on electronics-cell phones, iPads, 
Blackberries, laptops--then crash dieting by installing LED fixtures and turning the thermostat to 68 degrees. …. 

Trend #6: Love that storage - As we bow to the new god of declutter, storage has become the holy grail. 
We're not talking about more baskets we can trip over in the night; we're imagining and discovering built-in storage in 

unlikely spaces --under stairs, over doors, beneath floors…. 
Trend #7: Home offices come out of the closet 
Flexible work schedules, mobile communications, and entrepreneurial zeal are relocating us from the office downtown to 

home. Laptops and wireless connections let us telecommute from anywhere in the house, but we still want a dedicated 
space (preferably with a door) for files, supplies, and printers….. 

Lisa Kaplan Gordon is a HouseLogic contributor and homebuilder.   

 

OKé for all of you that Iôve promised to keep informed as to when you might 

consider refinancing or switching from an adjustable to a fixed rate mortgage – 

NOW! 
Much to our surprise, the interest rates have dropped again and are again below 5%!   

One of my clients was quoted a 4 1/8 FIXED rate this week with one point!   If you need 

a referral of a reliable, LOCAL lender, please call or check my website for 

recommendations.  If I can help please call!  
 

 

 

410-975-3212  direct         800-640-0510 office      443-827-8695 cell/text  
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